
On April 28th, Southport held a special event to celebrate 
their 25th anniversary. Citizens of Portage la Prairie, tenants 
at Southport, including students and instructors at 3 Canadian 
Forces Flight Training School (3CFFTS), special guests and 
dignitaries gathered to witness a commemorative dedication 
in honour of 25 years of military flight training. Military flight 
training has been carried out under private contract at Southport 
since 1992, when Southport assumed the airport, buildings and 
infrastructure of the former CFB Portage la Prairie. Currently, 
KF Aerospace is contracted to carry out military flight training 
at Southport for 3CFFTS.

At the event, Southport unveiled a C41 Tutor which will be 
installed as a static display with a commemorative plaque in 
the interpretive park at Southport. This choice of aircraft has 
historical significance: the Tutor is one of the aircraft that was 
once used to train pilots at CFB Portage la Prairie. In addition, 
the aircraft is painted in the Golden Centennaire colours. The 
Golden Centennaires were a formed as an aerobatic team of 
eight Tutors in 1967, established for the purpose of celebrating 
Canada’s Centennial Anniversary. The team only performed 
for one year. 2017, the 150th Anniversary of Canada’s 
Confederation, marks their 50th anniversary.

The event included speeches from Peggy May, Southport CEO; 
Paulette Connery, Southport Board Chair; The Honourable 
Brian Pallister, Premier of Manitoba; Deputy Reeve Roy 
Tufford, RM of Portage la Prairie; Mayor Irvine Ferris, City of 
Portage la Prairie; and BGen Dave Cochrane, 2 Canadian Air 
Division Commander. After the speeches, guests were treated 
to a surprise flyover from the Canadian Forces Snowbirds. The 
Snowbirds, with their iconic red and white palette, continue 
to fly the Tutor and will perform all across Canada this year to 
celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary.
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Southport would like to welcome Drew Meady, who will be joining us as the Facilities 
Groundskeeper for the summer. Drew recently moved to the area from Thunder Bay 
and has landscaping experience. He enjoys working outside as well as playing football 
and golf. Welcome to the team Drew!

New Employee at Southport

On April 26th Southport hosted the Annual Tenant 
Appreciation  event to show appreciation to our 
commercial tenants. This year’s event featured a 
formal dinner in the newly renovated Central Plains 
RecPlex. Guest were treated to appetizers in the 
Welcome Centre and heard from Paulette Connery, 
Board Chair; Peggy May, CEO; and Colby Orchard, 
Manager, Recreation at dinner.

 Annual Tenant Appreciation Evening

On April 21-22, Southport and Central Plains RecPlex 
had a booth at the Home and Business Expo at Stride 
Place. Staff gave away promo items and answered 
inquiries about business at Southport and questions 
about the Central Plains RecPlex. We also had a draw 
for a 1-month membership to Central Plains RecPlex. 
We enjoyed interacting with the public and getting to 
network with all of the other businesses in attendance.

Home and Business Expo

Southport staff and managers went for a “FOD Walk” 
to pick up garbage around the site on April 13. Loose 
items can interfere with the operations of aircraft on 
site, causing foreign object damage (FOD.) Our site is 
now a lot cleaner and safer for the aircraft to operate.

Southport Staff FOD Walk

Like us on Facebook to keep up to date 
with everything going on at Southport!

www.facebook.com/southportairport


Do you want a chance to win some great prizes for all 
the hard work that you put into your yard and gardening? 
Sign up for the 3rd Annual Yard Beautification Competi-
tion by emailing rbuhler@southport.ca before May 18th. 

Upcoming Events

Southport continues to sponsor community events. In 
the past month Southport sponsored the 2017 Student 
UAV Competition in Alma, Quebec. Southport hosts 
this event on alternating years and will host in 2018.

Southport Sponsors Community Events

Southport is hosting a Golf Tournament with all proceeds 
going to the Community Foundation of Portage and Dis-
trict. Register by emailing dmitchell@southport.ca before 
June 1.

Southport Golf Tournament 

June 8

Southport organizes a community yard sale to give all of 
the residential tenants an opportunity to do some spring 
cleaning. Southport staff will also have a table of items to 
sell, and the proceeds from this table will be donated to 
United Way Portage Plains.

Community Yard Sale

May 6

Yard Beautification Competition Registration

May 18

Southport’s CEO, Peggy May, presented at the Portage 
La Prairie Rotary Club on April 18. Her presentation 
included an update on Southport’s economic impact, 
jobs at Southport, and future airport opportunities.

Southport CEO Presents at Rotary
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