
approximately 15 job positions that will provide 
training and help build qualifications that can 
apply to other jobs in the industry.

For more information about the Central Plains 
RecPlex, please visit:
centralplainsrecplex.com

The Central Plains RecPlex officially opened on 
November 15!

Local dignitaries were in attendance to cut the ribbon, 
including Minister of Education, Hon. Ian Wishart, RM 
of Portage la Prairie Reeve, Kam Blight, and Portage la 
Prairie Mayor, Irvine Ferris. The speeches also included 
words from Southport CEO, Peggy May, Recreation 
Manager, Colby Orchard, Visions of Independence 
Executive Director, Jennifer Hagedorn, Portage Day 
Care Manager, Lisa Voth, and Carlos Schor, Senior 
Architect at Calnitsky Associates Architecture. 

Residents from Southport, Portage la Prairie and 
the Central Plains area came to test out the new 
facility for free and had the opportunity to sign up 
for  new memberships at a 10% discount. Four 
1-year memberships were given away to those who 
participated in the door prize draw, Bouldering 
Challenge, Battle Ropes Challenge, and Rock 
Climbing Auto-Belay Race. The winning time for the 
Rock Climbing Auto-Belay Race was an incredible 
four seconds!

The day’s activities also included the opportunity 
to sample products from Sawmill Tea + Coffee Co. 
which will open in December. The food kiosk was 
designed in partnership with Visions of Independence 
and Prairie Partners Inc.. The food kiosk incorporates 
the existing business model of Sawmill Tea + Coffee 
Co, which currently operates in Boissevain and the 
International Peace Gardens.  VOI offers a wide 
range of platforms aimed at job creation and training 
for people with intellectual disabilities who have 
barriers to employment. The food kiosk will create
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Central Plains RecPlex Grand Opening

All smiles after the ribbon cutting

Sawmill Tea + Coffee sampling their products

Visitors lined up to attempt to tackle the rock wall



The recreation facility located at 75 Centennaire Drive has had many names and amenities throughout its 
history at Southport, but the function of providing recreation has remained the same. During its existence, 
the building has had several additions and renovations, most recently being the multi-million renovation that 
transformed the facility into the Central Plains RecPlex.

The Central Plains RecPlex is a “live entity,” affirms Senior Architect, Carlos Schor at Calnitsky Associates 
Architecture. Schor worked on the design along with  Ed Calnitsky, Principal, and Amanda Morrell, Professional 
Interior Designer. He points out that a recreation facility must grow and evolve over time to meet the needs of 
members and the community. Schor notes that the facility built in the 1950’s didn’t encompass today’s fitness 
and recreation requirements. However, he emphasizes that the design process kept the rich history in mind.

Schor also points out that the newly renovated facility was 
designed with meticulous space planning, in order to include 
all the different programs and activities that take place in 
the Central Plains RecPlex, while leaving room for new 
opportunities.

One such new opportunity was the addition of the Portage 
Daycare into the facility. This was achieved by opening up 
the former pool’s change room area to generate a warm and 
welcoming space for the new daycare location.

Another new highlight of the Central Plains RecPlex is the 9 
metre high climbing walls. The climbing wall pit is situated in 
what was formerly the deep end of the pool, with other exercise 
equipment and a track covering the remaining expanse of the 
now-covered pool area. The lower elevation of the climbing 
pit increased the maximum vertical span possible for the rock 
climbing area, allowing the walls to be built taller than if built 
from floor level.

In addition, a tribute to the strong presence of aviation in 
Southport’s history and future can be seen in the building’s 
distinctive entryway, which features a wing-shaped pylon 
extending into the sky, emblazoned with the Central Plains 
RecPlex logo. “We actually looked into an old DC-3 airplane 
stored in rural Manitoba...” says Schor, noting that the real 
airplane wing would not accommodate for the project’s needs, 
so rivets were added to the entryway complete the airplane 
wing look-alike. 

Schor adds that the entrance area was a rewarding part of the 
building to design, as it “speaks of Southport’s goals.” He also 
indicated that he enjoyed seeing the finished facility operating 
in the community.

Central Plains RecPlex Built with History in Mind

Construction on the pool in 1963

New climbing walls located in the former deep end 

The distinctive entryway under construction 



Southport is excited to welcome two new employees 
to the Central Plains RecPlex! Janelle Wojtowicz is 
the new Assistant Supervisor, Recreation, and Shalyn 
Meady will be joining us as a Recreation Attendant for 
a term position. Welcome to the team!

Southport continues to sponsor community events. In 
the past month Southport sponsored:

• Remembrance Day Wreath (November 11)
• Homes for the Holidays (November 12)
• Portage Chamber Best Business Awards
 (November 24)

Upcoming Events at SouthportSouthport Sponsors Community Events

25 Centennaire Drive, Southport, MB R0H 1N1
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Contact Us!

Congratulations to all of the graduates of 3 Canadian 
Forces Flying Training School who earned their wings 
on November 18. A great accomplishment and proud 
day for these new pilots!

Congratulations to 3CFFTS Graduates!

New Employees

Southport will host a workshop that features information 
on new technology and developments on the forefront of 
precision agriculture. Participants have the opportunity 
to learn through breakout sessions, exhibitor displays, 
and build connections at an evening networking event. 
More information can be found at http://southport.ca/8/
events-conferences.

MB Precision Agriculture Workshop

December 13

Southport CEO, Peggy May, is making a big change to 
her hair! On December 7th, Peggy will dye her hair 
purple in support of Central Plains Cancer Services. 
Peggy raised over $2,000, which will support the “Kids 
Can Cope” program. Peggy’s new hair will be revealed 
along with the other participants in the community at 
a fundraising lunch on December 7th at 12 PM at the 
PCU Centre.

Peggy Goes Purple!

/centralplainsrecplex

Southport’s office will close at 4:30 PM on December 23 
and reopen at 8:30 AM on January 2. 

Southport Office Closure

December 24 - January 1


