
It is not without sadness that we announce that Colby Orchard, Manager Recreation at 
Southport is moving on to another opportunity. We’ve had the pleasure of having Colby 
on our team for the last few years and will certainly miss him. Specifically, Colby’s 
impact can be seen on the successful transition from the aged Southport Recreation 
Centre to the vibrant new Central Plains RecPlex. We will miss having Colby’s energetic 
presence around the site and wish him the best of luck in his new career.

The position of Manager, Recreation has been filled, and the new employee will be 
starting in July. Until that time, Janelle Wojtowicz, the current Assistant Manager, 
Recreation, will fill in as Manager in the interim. Check back in the July newsletter for 
a profile introducing the new Manager, Recreation at Central Plains RecPlex. 
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Farewell to Colby Orchard, Manager, Recreation

On May 6, Southport hosted a community yard sale 
to give all of the residential tenants an opportunity to 
do some spring cleaning. 21 houses participated and 
drew larger crowds from the surrounding areas. Our 
property management team delivered coffee and muf-
fins to all of the houses participating. Southport staff 
also had a table of items to sell, and the proceeds from 
that table were donated to United Way Portage Plains. 

Southport Community Yard Sale

Southport is proud to have sponsored the MS Walk 
on May 7 with a rest stop. It was great to see every-
one out at the event!

Southport Sponsors MS Walk



Southport’s office has a fresh new face - a Great Blue Heron! The 
carving, which decorates Southport’s Main Office, was damaged 
in the September 2016 vehicle accident. It has since been restored 
thanks to the careful work of Rusty Rutherford.

Rusty Rutherford’s Biography (Supplied)
Throughout his lifetime, Rusty has pursued a variety of creative hob-
bies that involved working with his hands, some of which included 
model ship building, taxidermy, leatherworking, and oil painting.  

After his retirement from the Canadian Air Force in the 1980’s, he 
discovered the world of wildfowl carving and began competing in 
major carving competitions.  His carvings have consistently won at 
competitions across Canada and the Northern USA.  He has twice 
been a first-place winner at the Ward World Championships in 
Maryland USA. His award-winning carvings have been featured in 
the Wildfowl Carving Magazine. 

Rusty specializes in decorative wildfowl carvings that are exquisite-
ly detailed replicas of actual birds. They are carved from basswood 
or tupelo using a combination of hand and power tools, and he uses 
acrylic paints with air-brush and traditional brushwork for finishing.  

Rusty lives in Portage la Prairie where he is active in community 
affairs and is a frequent contributor to charitable auctions and local 
fundraisers. 

Repair to Great Blue Heron at Southport Office

On May 3, Accelerated Christian Education at South-
port hosted the Regional Student Convention for 
schools from as far as Alberta and Ontario. Students 
aged 13-19 competed for medals in a variety of ath-
letic, academic and artistic events. This event is the 
qualifier for the International Student Convention in 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, later in the year.

A.C.E. Hosts Regional Student Convention

You may have seen a new golf cart around the South-
port site. The four-seater cart was purchased this 
spring and will be used for golf tournaments and other 
Southport events. Watch for it at an event near you!

Southport Golf Cart

Williamson Receives 7th Degree Blackbelt

Rick Williamson, the instructor for Portage Jiu-Jitsu at 
Central Plains RecPlex, received his seventh degree    
at a ceremony earlier this month. Congratulations Rick 
on your hard work and dedication to the program!



Upcoming Events

Southport continues to sponsor community events. In 
the past month Southport sponsored:
 •United Way Portage Plains
 •Portage Padres 
 •MS Walk (May 7)
 •Celebrations of Arts Gala (May 11)

Southport Sponsors Community Events

Southport is hosting a Golf Tournament with all proceeds 
going to the Community Foundation of Portage and Dis-
trict. The tournament will start at 2 PM at the Southport 
Golf Club. The day will feature fun activities on each hole 
and prizes for all golfers. Awards and prizes from the day 
will be distributed at the supper after the event. It’s a great 
opportunity to get out and golf while supporting the im-
portant work that the Community Foundation of Portage 
and District does in our community.

Southport Golf Tournament 

June 8
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Southport Magazine

Volume two of “Reaching New 
Heights,” Southport’s magazine 
will be available soon. Watch 
for paper and digital copies to 
read about Southport’s 25 year 
reflection, the 2016 Economic 
Impact Study and more!

Congratulations to the graduating classes of 3 Cana-
dian Forces Flying Training School who earned their 
wings on May 5.  The classes that graduated were: 
ME1701, RW1606, RW1607, and RW1608. A great 
accomplishment and proud day for these new pilots! 

Congratulations to 3CFFTS Grads!

On June 28, Southport will host their 25th Annual General 
Meeting  at 3 PM at the Hilly Brown Building. Come out 
to the event to hear a recap of lasts year’s events.

Southport AGM

June 28

Mark your calendars! Southport is celebrating Canada’s 
150th and Southport’s 25th anniversary with a community 
barbeque. The event will feature live music, dinner, kids 
games and fireworks. Watch for more details to come.

Community Barbeque

August 30

Due to minimal interest, the format of the Yard Beau-
tification Competition has been altered for this year.
We would like to reward you for all of your hard work 
in keeping your yard clean and beautiful. Instead of 
a standard competition, Southport will be doing sur-
prise spot checks on yards during the summer months. 
If we stop by your front yard and it looks tidy, you’ll be 
eligible to receive a reward! If you have a neighbour 
with a nice yard, feel free to nominate them and we’ll 
take a look. You can submit nominations by emailing 
rbuhler@southport.ca or calling (204) 428-6057.

Yard Beautification Competition Change
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