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Grand Opening for Sawmill Tea + Coffee Co. in Central Plains RecPlex
Sawmill Tea + Coffee Co. officially opened on
January 20!
The food kiosk, located inside Central Plains
RecPlex, serves healthy meals, snacks and
beverages. Those in attendance at the opening
had the opportunity to sample some of the
popular menu items, including savory toasted
paninis, fruit-packed smoothies and bite-sized
“energy bites.”
The formal program featured several speakers,
including Jennifer Hagedorn, Executive Director
of Visions of Independence, Mayor Irvine Ferris,
Southport CEO, Peggy May, and Amy Chapman,
a trainee at the food kiosk.

Guests had the opportunity to sample some of the healthy treats

Sawmill Tea + Coffee Co. was designed in
partnership with Visions of Independence (VOI)
and Prairie Partners Inc.. The existing business
model of Sawmill Tea + Coffee Co, which currently
operates in Boissevain and the International
Peace Gardens, was used at the new Central
Plains RecPlex location.
VOI offers a wide range of platforms aimed at job
creation and training for people with intellectual
disabilities who have barriers to employment. The
food kiosk will create positions that will provide
training and help build qualifications that can
apply to other jobs in the industry.

Trainees smile enthusiastically!

Southport Construction Complete
Construction at Southport’s office is complete! Thank you for your patience as we renovated the front portion
of the interior and exterior of the building. Stop by our office at 25 Centennaire Drive to check out the newly
renovated space inside.

Southport office after the collision (L) and after the repairs were completed (R)

Meet-and-greet with Manitoba Premier
Some of Southport’s Management and Board Members
attended a meet-and-greet hosted by the Portage la
Prairie and District Chamber of Commerce on January
17. In attendance for the meet-and-greet were Premier
Brian Pallister, MP Candice Bergen, MLA Ian Wishart
as well as other MLA’s and Cabinet Ministers. Pictured
below (L-R) are Manager of Business Development,
Deanna Mitchell, Premier Brian Pallister, Southport
CEO, Peggy May, Board of Director, Dale Lyle, and
Board Chair, Paulette Connery.

New Employee at Southport
Southport now has a new smiling face in the office. Tieny Kirchner is
joining us for a part-time term accountant position. She is a graduate of
Portage Collegiate Institute and has a certificate in Manitoba Municipal
Administration. For the past 20 years she has been employed with the City of
Portage la Prairie, with the majority of time spent in the finance department.
Welcome to the team, Tieny!

Southport Sponsors Community Events

Upcoming Events

Southport continues to sponsor community events. In
the past month Southport sponsored:

Viterra Championship

•
•

Portage Terriers
Alzheimer Society of Manitoba

Portage Terriers Sponsorship Night
Southport and Central Plains RecPlex are proud to
be the home of the dryland training facility for the
Portage Terriers. On January 25, Southport and Central
Plains RecPlex staff attended the Portage Terriers game
at the Stride Place. Staff handed out promo items, and
had a contest on the ice at intermission. The winner of
the intermission game will get to enjoy a group rental
of the climbing wall at the Central Plains RecPlex.
The winner of the door prize draw won a 1-month
membership for the Central Plains RecPlex.

February 8 -12
The Viterra Championship is Manitoba’s provincial men’s
curling championship, which features 32 teams curling
over a 5-day period. Southport and Central Plains RecPlex
are proud to sponsor the Viterra Championship. Look for
us at Draw #10 Friday at 12:15pm and Draw #13 Saturday
at 9:00am.

Home and Business Expo

April 21-22
Portage la Prairie’s Home and Business Expo will be held at
Stride Place on Friday April 21 and Saturday April 22. Look
for Southport and Central Plains RecPlex’s booth!

New Southport Billboard
A new billboard was installed on Highway 1 westbound, a few kilometers east of Portage La Prairie.
Look for it in your travels!

Contact Us!
25 Centennaire Drive, Southport, MB R0H 1N1

Alzheimer Society Coffee Break

Phone: (204) 428-6030 Toll Free: 1-800-558-4680
Email: info@southport.ca Web: www.southport.ca

On January 20, Southport hosted a Coffee Break
in support of the Alzheimer Society of Manitoba.
Participants made a donation in exchange for coffee
and home-baked treats. The event was well attended
and raised $250.00 for the Alzheimer Society of
Manitoba. Thank you to everyone who participated or
baked some goodies for the fundraiser!
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